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NGÄI TAHU TAKES CASE TO THE UNITED NATIONS

Te Runanga o Ngai Tahu, in conjunction with Treaty Tribes Coalition, is taking their anger and dismay over the Governments handling of the Foreshore and Seabed issue to the highest international forum.  On Thursday 14 May the Iwi will appear before the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues in New York.

“ Our judicial rights have been overridden by the Crown following their decision to ignore the findings of the Court of Appeal and the recommendations of the Waitangi Tribunal and the Human Rights Commission. We believe that the best option open to us now is to ensure that the international community is aware of the interference by our government in the due process of the law. The United Nations is a democratic, well-respected and dignified forum that our Government is committed to. Whilst the UN recommendations are not binding on a nation they do send a very clear and strong message regarding the actions of member states,” said Tahu Potiki Chief Executive Officer of Te Runanga o Ngai Tahu.

The Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues is a high level United Nations (UN) body mandated to report back to the UN Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) on how the UN should work towards achieving recognition of indigenous peoples’ rights. Te Runanga o Ngäi Tahu intends to present interventions under four agenda items. The Iwi claim cultural, economic and social development, human rights and environmental concerns are all being breached by the Government’s stand on this issue.

The papers presented by Deputy Kaiwhakahaere of Te Runanga o Ngai Tahu Edward Ellison, to the Forum assert that the Foreshore and Seabed Bill arose as a result of the New Zealand government intervening in the due process of the courts. The Bill will extinguish the jurisdiction of the courts to investigate and declare extant customary property rights, it also discriminates against Mäori on the basis of ethnicity for the purposes of political expediency and it was drafted subsequent to the Waitangi Tribunal finding that the policy preceding the Bill was contrary to domestic and international human rights standards.

The Iwi states that this is a clear example of:

· The rule of law being overridden;

· A breach of the principles of equality and non-discrimination; and

· There is no judicial remedy available for these breaches of human rights

“As a result of this situation the resolutions contained in our intervention call for New Zealand’s compliance with international human rights law as well as for increased monitoring of nation states compliance with the rule of law, specifically including monitoring the passage of the Foreshore and Seabed Bill in New Zealand. We hope that this intervention to the United Nations sends a clear message to the government about our concern, about the enormity of the action they have taken and about the contempt they have shown for our human rights as a result of their action regarding the Foreshore and Seabed,” said Mr Potiki.

BACKGROUND ON THE TREATY TRIBES COALITION

The Treaty Tribes Coalition was formed in 1994 to represent the common commitment of its constituent iwi to the tikanga of manawhenua, manamoana in relation to the allocation to iwi of fisheries settlement assets held by Te Ohu Kai Moana.  The Coalition has maintained a very active participation in that debate, in pursuit of a principled and tikanga-based outcome.  As resources have allowed, it has also endeavoured to represent the interests of its constituent iwi in the development of marine environment and fisheries policy and legislation.

The constituent members of the Coalition are:

Hauraki Mäori Trust Board (representing the 12 iwi of Hauraki); Ngäti Kahungunu Iwi Incorporated; Ngäi Tamanuhiri Whänui Trust; and Te Rünanga o Ngäi Tahu.

Treaty Tribes therefore represents 15 iwi, with over 110,000 members, according to the 2001 census.  Even more significantly, for present purposes, these iwi hold manawhenua, manamoana over almost 60% of the coastline and oceans of Aotearoa me Te Wai Pounamu.

All Treaty Tribes iwi have a strong and active interest, as kaitiaki of their rohe moana, in the integrated sustainable management of their marine resources.    Each of the constituent iwi of Treaty Tribes considers itself, fundamentally, to be a maritime iwi, for whom the marine environment and its resources are particularly significant elements of its identity, economy and taonga tuku iho.
