During 2000, global military spending averaged $3,600,000 every minute of every hour. And in that same minute, twenty two children under the age of five will have died from mainly preventable causes including a lack of adequate food, clean water, and access to basic medicines. Whose priorities are these? For more facts and figures on the costs of militarism and war globally and here in Aotearoa, check out the ‘Saying NO to militarism and war’ factsheet at http://www.converge.org.nz/pma/sayno.htm
___________________________________

Reports and photos of the Greenham Common Women’s Peace Camp anniversary celebrations will be posted over the next few weeks to

http://www.converge.org.nz/pma/gnham20.htm
___________________________________

Women say NO to Star Wars!
[sung to the tune of 'The Battle Hymn of the Republic]
Our eyes have seen the glory of the coming of George II,

he plans to fight wars in space right above you,

with laser guns and killer satellites, and weapons that are new,

so star wars goes rolling on.

(chorus) Glory glory they want war in space,

US business needs another weapons race,

they've militarised the earth and now they need a new place,

so star wars goes rolling on.

Their eyes have seen the glory of the profits they could make,

with McDonalds out on Mars, for star wars troopers burger breaks,

why stop at planet earth when there's a universe to rape?

so star wars goes rolling on.
Women say NO to Star Wars!

27 August 2001

from 5-30pm to 6-30pm

outside the US embassy in Wellington, the US consulate in Auckland, and the US airforce base in Christchurch.

part of the international celebrations on the 20th anniversary of the birth of the Greenham Common Women’s Peace Camp
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Aotearoa and the Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom (Aotearoa)

On 27 August 1981 Women For Life on Earth began walking from Cardiff (Wales) to Greenham Common (England). They were walking to protest against the decision to deploy US nuclear cruise missiles in Europe, a decision which marked a major escalation in the nuclear weapons race. When they got to Greenham Common, some women chained themselves to the main gate and said they would not go home until the missile decision was reversed. From this the Greenham Common Women's Peace Camp was born.

In the past twenty years, the US government (more than any other) has continued to develop and deploy new nuclear weapons systems and to explode their nuclear bomb ‘tests’ on the land of indigenous people. They have continued to bomb the citizens of various countries around the world, to impose economic sanctions with appalling consequences to the people targeted by them, to spend unimaginable amounts of money on their global war machine, and to impose their ‘free trade’ ideas on us all.

The activities of the US government and their armed forces remain a threat to life on earth. Now they are planning to commercialise and militarise space for the benefit of US big business and the Pentagon.

Star Wars - Ballistic Missile Defence - space based laser weapons - space based nuclear weapons - ‘killer’ satellites - all these mark another major escalation in the nuclear weapons race; and the development and deployment of new, nastier, hugely destructive conventional weapons. As with so many US nuclear weapons, the Star Wars weapons are also being tested in the Pacific - at Kwajalein in the Marshall Islands.

In 1947 the Marshall Islands became a Trust territory of the US - the US government promised to protect the people, their island homes and surrounding ocean, and to assist them to move towards independence. Instead they exploded sixty seven nuclear bombs in the Marshall Islands - at ground level, sea level and in the atmosphere. Some of the islands were obliterated in the nuclear bomb blasts; others were so contaminated that people will never be able to live there again, nor gather food and other resources from the surrounding ocean.

As a result of their exposure to radioactive fallout, the Marshallese have suffered appalling damage to their health, and genetic damage which will ensure serious health problems continue in each generation - cancers, disability, women giving birth to jellyfish babies - that’s how the US government ‘protected’ the Marshallese.

Since 1958, Kwajalein Atoll has been used by the US government to test missiles for their new nuclear weapons systems; and now for their Star Wars technology.

For a summary of the impact of Star Wars on Kwajalein, check out ‘Weapons in Space: impact on the Pacific’ (speech notes) at http://www.converge.org.nz/pma/rob00118.htm For more detailed information, check out the PCRC briefing ‘Kwajalein Atoll and the New Arms Race’ at http://www.converge.org.nz/pma/stkwaj.htm
___________________________________

For more information about the militarisation of space, check out the articles listed at http://www.converge.org.nz/pma/stwars.htm See also ‘The next battlefield may be outer space’, Jack Hitt, New York Times Magazine, at http://www.converge.org.nz/pma/st050801.htm
13 October 2001 is the International Day of Action to Stop Weapons in Space and there are already actions planned at more than 80 places around the world. In Wellington there will be an all day seminar, as well as protest at the US Embassy. Tick here [  ] if you would like to receive more information about what is happening in Aotearoa for the International Day of Action to Stop Weapons in Space.

___________________________________

Urgent! this week the NZ government intends to stop the NZ Nuclear Free Zone Extension Bill from becoming law. For more information on this, check out http://www.converge.org.nz/pma/nu210801.htm
